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lands for commercial purposes, and by
allowing the casual collection of some
of these resources on certain lands and
under specific conditions.

(c) To the extent possible, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Sec-
retary of the Interior will coordinate in
the implementation of the Act.

§291.2 Authorities.

The regulations in this part are pro-
mulgated pursuant to the Omnibus
Public Lands Act, Title VI, subtitle D
on Paleontological Resources Preserva-
tion, 16 U.S.C. 470aaa through 16 U.S.C.
470aaa-11, which requires the Secretary
to issue such regulations as are appro-
priate to carry out the Act.

§291.3 Exceptions.

The regulations in this part do not:

(a) Invalidate, modify, or impose any
additional restrictions or permitting
requirements on any activities per-
mitted at any time under the general
mining laws, the mineral or geo-
thermal leasing laws, laws providing
for mineral materials disposal, or laws
providing for the management or regu-
lation of the activities authorized by
the aforementioned laws including but
not limited to the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act (43 U.S.C. 1701-
1784), the Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1201-
1358), and the Organic Administration
Act (16 U.S.C. 478, 482, 551);

(b) Invalidate, modify, or impose any
additional restrictions or permitting
requirements on any activities per-
mitted at any time under existing laws
and authorities relating to reclamation
and multiple uses of National Forest
System lands;

(c) Apply to Indian lands;

(d) Apply to any materials associated
with an archaeological resource (site),
as defined in 16 U.S.C. 470, or any cul-
tural items defined in 16 U.S.C. 30001;

(e) Apply to, or require a permit for,
casual collecting of a rock, mineral, or
invertebrate or plant fossil that is not
protected under the Act;

(f) Affect any land other than Na-
tional Forest System lands, or affect
the lawful recovery, collection, or sale
of paleontological resources from land
other than National Forest System
lands; or
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(g) Create any right, privilege, ben-
efit, or entitlement for any person who
is not an officer or employee of the
United States acting in that capacity.
No person who is not an officer or em-
ployee of the United States acting in
that capacity shall have standing to
file any civil action in a court of the
United States to enforce any provision
or amendment made by this part.

§291.4 Preservation of existing au-
thorities.

The regulations in this part do not
alter or diminish the authority of the
Forest Service under any other law to
manage, preserve, and protect paleon-
tological resources on National Forest
System lands in addition to the protec-
tion provided under the Act or this
part.

§291.5 Definitions.

Act means Title VI, Subtitle D of the
Omnibus Public Land Management Act
on Paleontological Resources Preserva-
tion (16 U.S.C. 470aaa through 470aaa-
11).

Associated records means original
records (or copies thereof) that docu-
ment the efforts to locate, evaluate,
record, study, preserve, or recover pale-
ontological resources, including but
not limited to paper and electronic
documents such as:

(1) Primary records relating to the
identification, evaluation, documenta-
tion, study, preservation, context, or
recovery of a paleontological resource,
regardless of format;

(2) Public records including, but not
limited to, land status records, agency
reports, publications, court documents,
agreements; and

(3) Administrative records and reports
generated by the permitting process
and pertaining to the survey, exca-
vation, or other study of the resource.

Authorized Officer means the person
or persons to whom authority has been
delegated by the Secretary to take ac-
tion under the Act.

Casual collecting means the collecting
of a reasonable amount of common in-
vertebrate and plant paleontological
resources for non-commercial personal
use, either by surface collection or the
use of non-powered hand tools, result-
ing in only negligible disturbance to
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